
* n 

0X^0 <V 




Bools h Afrrmkcm l. Shintdling 

ti* n ^ ti* BrvkW Jo»uh Community (Bccklcy, 
V* V*.) NUnud Pickus) (1955) 

fioa.r^ t :V Ixm Alan *m Jewish Center (Los Alamos, 
K- Mex) (195B) 


WEST VIRGINIA JEWRY: 

ORIGINS AND HISTORY 

1850—1958 

By 

ABRAHAM I. SHINEDLING 

• • • 

•4 

Volume II 


1963 




ion 


MUI VHOIMA )(W»V 

u 

v ,.. bmi k • MM in Mil mitri WrH \ mu, U .uni in 
f ., rt I» h »*»»■ OMBUv *rai of IHicahonin* txmiuy, 

, M J hontirtc TT*v M.u!mti>n, 'itn.itril mhiiIkm t 

*~r *nd <■»* of Richwood. had. in in 57 . « 

; . ,a»: w erf i •.'* In 11*40. it was rrporecil to have a 

oo erf 1.644; *nd in 1950. the United States 

Ohm* paw the tows a g en e ra l population of 1,654. 

7v*. <:: f « < ;q:" rr.'orted that there were 11 Jews living 
. v -• *c ,\ xi in 1037 there were ten Jews or less 

iiifwn ■ the town. 

Nr -.■••} <--> after :q::, Harry Barbakow, now (1959) living 
;r. rwrw \a k>! his brother-in-law. Herman Kclmcn- 
•oe cr^rd rn «rr. Thomas. W. \’a., to Marlinton, where they 
errand uf a drv goods arxl clothing store in partnership. Later, 
H*rr» Barrai.es* sold out his share in the store to Herman 
K-ir r. - * remained in Marlinton; while Harry Barbakow 
iev r. Pr.nceton. U \ a., entering the dry goods and clothing 
t.»aK.*yTH Ir. 19*9. he was still resident in Princeton, engaged 
tr the same business, together with his son, Yankee (Jacob] 
Barbakow. 

I' i . • r. to the above information, excerpted in part from 

-“t’m wnrten to me by Harry Barbakow (from 1956 to 1959), 

'•bo v»ai a very Haunch member of my old Blucfield-Princeton 

Congregation Ahavath Sholom (1947-1950), I was most for- 

tunate m receiving four additional letters dealing with the 

earner ard pr<vent Jewish residents of Marlinton, from which 

mrjU ’ !ir following data have been excerpted. These letters 
were from: 

MKt. M H. Sharp, an attorney (a non-Jew) in Marlinton; the 
letter is dated July 26, 1956. 

c T aylor, minister of the Emmanuel Methodist 
Church, of Huntington, and a former resident in, and native 
of, Marlinton, who was reared and lived for a number of 
V'-ars m Marlinton. The Reverend Don C. Taylor and I 
rnrt * evcral ,imc * in Buckhannon, W. Va., as well as in 


MAI*| IKTQN 

I lumington, on the occasion of J C S. alignments to me 

" n, l at Rd, « lou * Emphasis Week programs and summer 

t amp programs of the Methodist Church of West Virginia 

m which 1 participated (1950-1956). His letter is dated 
July 18, 1956. 

Mrs. pAUt. R. Overholt, of Buckeye, W. Va., formerly of 

Marlinton, and the daughter of Paul Golden. Her letter is 
dated August 8, 1956. 

Adolph E. (Edward) Cooper, a Marlinton attorney. His letter 
is dated August 3, 1956. 

I hr last three mentioned letters contain so many valuable 
data about Jews of Marlinton, and provide such fine human- 
interest stories, that they arc herewith cited virtually in toto. 

(From the Reverend Donald C. Taylor] 

“Huntington, West Virginia. 

"July 18, 1956. 

-Regarding the Jewish families of Marlinton,... there is now 

only one family residing there that is strictly Jewish. That is the 
Cooper family. The head of the family, Adolph E. Cooper, is an 
attorney in Marlinton. He is quite active in the Republican Party on 
a county basis. I believe that he is the city attorney. He was raised, 
I believe, at Cass, West Virginia. Mrs. Cooper is a very devout per¬ 
son. ... I believe that her family is in Baltimore, and that she has 
some connection with a synagogue there. The Coopers have two chil¬ 
dren: Doris Ella Cooper, who is now in college; and Daniel Cooper, 
who is a senior at Marlinton High School. 

Mrs. Paul Ovcrholt lives in [near] Marlinton. (She is the daughter 
of the late Paul Golden.] She was raised as a Jewess. At the present 
time she attends the Episcopalian Church. I am not sure that she has 
been confirmed as a member. Her husband is a member of the Meth¬ 
odist Church in Marlinton. (The maiden name of Mrs. Paul Overholt 
was Mary Frances Golden; she was nicknamed and is commonly 
called “Fannie.”] One daughter in the family [of Paul and “Fannie” 
Ovcrholt] is a Unitarian. . . . 

Several years ago there were three other Jewish families in Marlin¬ 
ton. I knew them slightly. The Kleins (originally residents of Baltimore) 
were merchants there fin Marlinton] in 1932. A family named Schuchat 
owned a store there, and sold out to the Kleins. (The Schuchat family 
of Marlinton was related to the family of Louis Schuchat, of Lcwisburg, 
and to that, also, of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat.] I believe that the 
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V *■ , s* . b ■ VUHir.r •« during lSr nimmrr of 1931. I nm not Mire 
„ SrTf . r -[ r*v n.titvr oi anv of the Kirin* that I remember 
1 . ?s»r . V » k - She graduated from high school with me [in 
yj,. . n , ■ I i t not *ure when the Kleins left Marlinton. 

1 me mx hard lo hehr»r that they returned to Baltimore. 

Thr rd fan > which I remember was named Kelmenson. The 
- 1 m- t the he* 1 • :he familv was written H. (Herman) Kelmenson. 
I 1 a m [of Hrman Kelmenson) quite well, from being in high 
„ s.v ~ v k - Hr named Harry Kelmenson. I understand that 
};K- - mv ■ .« r> v» a prominent surgeon in Baltimore, Maryland. 
There - i< ooe daughter in the Kelmenson family; she was older than 
Harr*. ut I ;fo not remember her name. ... I do not remember 
t> vr rSe K'imensons ncntd away from Marlinton. I believe that it 
was tn the mxidle 1930’* — about 1935 or 1936. 

Tr Vlr* Pa :.' R. Mary Frances Golden) Ovcrholt, of Buckeye, 
W. Va^ under date of August 8, 1956J 

“ ‘Balia Machrcc’ 

“R. F. D. t, 

“Buckeye, W. Va. 

My mother, Minna Milner, came from Lithuania, near 
Props. Her Cither was a miller. The village in which she lived was 
or. a nvtr much like the Greenbrier. She was very pious, but failed 
to instruct me in the Jewish precepts. This was the case in (with) 
mar.v c i the earlier Jewish settlers who had to work so hard that they 
neglected this step, although [the proverb or saying] “Born a Jew, 
ai’-ivt a Jew" seems to be bred in the bone. The early merchants 
here had to board their clerks [provide them with room and meals], 
•o that made extra work. 

Beudes running a general merchandise store, my father [Paul 
Golden] and H. [Herman] Kelmenson bought wool and ginseng. 

1 hope that you may be able to gamer a few facts of interest from 
my [the following] ramblings. I had hoped to rewrite the enclosed 
rambling account and have it typed. However, after six weeks of 
guests, the work in my garden makes this impossible. 

“ ‘Fannie’ Overholt (Mary Frances Golden 
Ovcrholt).” 

Judge [Summers H.] Sharp asked me to answer your letter, as he 

. 5 * 1 ! knrW rnore abom m V fathcr l paul Golden]. Papa was a very 
colorful figure. He was al>out 5^ feet tall, with merry- blue eyes and 
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light brown hair. He always h-ul » _ r , . 

they came to his store; so many of them 3** chiWrcn wh *n 

Ho loved c. and aiway ^a^l,"™ “'” 7 'W». 
■ravelins where .hey had a l.nxl elk ST?, m * h ' Wh "‘ h ' w “ 

JsSfcS* lbcrore he “" , ' d “ z syirfis 

he rushed hack [!„,„] ,he „ore ,o ge, .he^lhhlJXludve 

backer the varion, member, ol hi, fa m U y "l 

He was always interested in education and the welfare of this 
community [Marlinton, VV. Va.]. At his death, in t 944 , we «nt hS 
library of many of the classics to a synagogue in BaltinSrc. 

fPrined ^ ^ “ RuS *' a ’ nC3r thc P hnph« 

[rripct] Marshes, and came to America lictwccn 1885 and 1888 
He began in business as a peddler in West Virginia. He bought his 
merchandise from the Baltimore Bargain House, and after coming to 
Pocahontas County [in Wes. Virginia] [he] had i. shipped .o Mill,on 
springs, va., where i. was brought over the mountains to the store 
which he [later] had in Edray [West Virginia]. Previously to this he 
had carried his merchandise in a huge sack on his back. He must have 
been very strong, as the country people marveled at what he could get 
in this sack. Mrs. Elmer Poague [Pogue] said that they could always 
depend on what he said about his merchandise. If he said it was good, 
it was fine, and if he said it was just “fair,” it was that. He had a gray 
horse and wagon when he became more prosperous. After he came to 
Edray, a village a few miles from Marlinton, he let a cousin, “Red” 
Golden, do the peddling. (The horse and buggy were lost in an 
accident.) This cousin, an E. Golden, was a smaller man with red 
hair and a long, red beard. The Elmer Pogues, in whose yard his little 
store stood, and with whom he boarded, tell of the terrible quarrel 
he had with “Red.” It seems that one Passover the matzoh did not 
come from Baltimore, so he had their cook (the Elmer Pogues’ cook] 
make it of flour, salt, and water. The cousin, a very religious man and 
in poor health, ate it, but decided it wasn’t right a few days later, 
and was most indignant. 

He [Paul Golden] moved to Marlinton about 1894 or 1895. Then he 
married my mother in Baltimore. This store was near the old, wooden, 
covered bridge built over the Greenbrier River during the Civil War. 
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AfcHl itehr pMird mrrxm the hridgr to a Unjr UnMmc where lie 

m l id o mother « ncphrwi, Simon Klein 
(«1rr **•*«* *nrf Mivnrt Klrii) (mm o%%ner of a big general mer- 
etta «rr mi Ur to ■ o father'* in Fore*t Mill. Md.), worked for 
Ims at i tfnaii man |w Marhntoii) Ho ibtet 1 » h»Klen I uman, hci 

*• : n .-io % Si ‘rtn ran a prosperous store for him in Falling 

It rack, m Gceenbner County [West Virginia), for sc\ 
tt lift UatKainri. John [Kuman). was very anxious to go to a larger 
*»rJ * n-oJ to Indiana and then to Chicago and Baltimore, 
[Hr ar^er hair am rrorr monev than in West Virginia. 
r*pj >• .- nv mother's sister Maty (Mary Milner], and her 
A e Himoo. establish a store in Marlinton al>oiit 1903. 


A Sr [Hariuon] «w an excellent businessman, and sold his store to 
: ■ • b * - He [A e Harrison] went to Fairmont, W. Va., where he 
r > •' * .1 5 rrurvr ;n a huge store dedicated to the workingman. This 
•err ■ jb ,fnr>: to some men by the name of Golden Brothers [pre- 
.* not rristed to Paul Golden] when he retired to Atlantic City 
A / He Abe Harrison] operated a store in Cumberland, Md., 
ir j sears, hoping to get his three sons established there, but his 
heakh was poor there, so he went back to Atlantic City. He died there 
a: tre are : *9 in 1954. I wrote to his oldest son, Bernard [Harrison], 

< 4'. : Ver.tnor Avc. [Atlantic City, N. J.], for information, but have 
ocx re ce s s ed it. 


was fascinated by the lumber business, so when he 

K d h:i c rr out, he indulged in this and lost much of his hard-earned 

’ H -rsrr. the land on which he cut the most lumber was valuable 

irataad, and helped him to recuperate his fortune a little. At the 

of 75 he started on the road again, in a Ford [automobile] this 

• as a jobber for work clothes and gloves. He traveled all over 

•njtkern Vin d nia and enjoyed this work very much. It gave him 

a " watlet for r..< jrge to wander as in his younger days, and gave him a 
chance to earn. 

H' gave rr.r vrven years in a boarding school and college. My mother 
: r *Y my elder daughter to graduate from Columbia [Univcr- 
ul j, yOUnt?Cr from Cornc,, » *> h « love for learning was not lost. 

BaJtm^ m 7 ' ^ in thC S ° Uthcrn °«««y in 

aT!^ll! U intCmionS to B becomc naturalized in Baltimore in 
ia% 7 . C ' Uzcn ,n Po cahontas County [West Virginia] 


“ ‘ FaNM,K ‘ 0ver »olt (Mary Frances Golden Ovcrholt).” 


mari.inton 
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[Utter from A. E. (Adolph Edward) Coonrr ,, w .. 

August 3, 1956] hooper, of Marlinton. dated 

“ A - E- [Adolph Edward] Cooper, 
Attorney at Law, 

“Marlinton, W. Va. 

“August 3, 1956. 

sssaissrtitSL'Bff 

hontas] county, and especially at Marlinton. P 

. ly father was Jacob Cooper. My mother was Maggie Gordon 
Cooper. They came to Cass, West Vircinia in ,k;. 

1905. Dad was a merchant, operating the Cooper s DenT^' ar o und 
a. Cass. Wc were ,he „„ ly j£uh 

most respected citizen. He was a mcmUr of the Town Council at Cass 

ZZV mC T bC r r ^ f th ' Maaonic 0rdcr a ‘ Cass, [the Lodge in SSl 
Umg Rivers, dc Lodge No. .24. When Dad came to Casstht^wS 

three children, namely, Vccda, Leon, and Theodore [Cooper] Then 1 

was born on June 7th, ,906. Lewis [Cooper, my brother] was Urn on 

Hiidi^hool 9 M r” [lhcl Chilc,rcn graduated at [from] Marlinton 
h J . . b Mar, '" ton ,s 2 5 miles from Cass by rail. The children 

store f b ° a r away ^ r0 ?. homC Whilc S° in S to school. Dad moved his 

btisTn^T 1SS l ° 1 U f rbin ’ Wcst Vir S inia > in .930, and continued in 
business for a couple of years and left this county in 1932, returning to 

mofn 1 ?; ; C ‘ HC CamC fr ° m Washin Ston to West Virginia in 
9 5- Dad dicd in 1943 in Washington, D. C., on July 4 th^ and is 

2-th , n"-, da H T 9 CmC ' Cry - Hc was 69- Mother died August 
was h r 9 V’ 3nd I? t ” >,,r,cd ,hc Same cemetery. Her maiden name 

mv n G are C ms n ’ n" fathcr f Wa5 a rabbi > as 1 recall, in Russia. Both 
my parents originally came from Russia, and [my] father became a 

wasT ' ZCd Clt ti ZCn r ,0r t0 h ' 8 C ° ming l ° Wcst Vir S' nia - My mother 

contacrwT,h W her re PC "° n ’ ^ ^ WCH by a " Wh ° camc in 

ccmel7 ,Cr ’ wT (COOPE c R) ’ dicd in , 9 a8, » buried in the same 

cmctcry ,n Washington. She was a talented pianist, and was most 

Gordon Cooper)^* ° f Chi ' drCn l °‘ JaC ° b and Mag ^ 

Le° n [Cooper] is the oldest Uy, and is living in Washington. D. C. 

is m S c ?” nccf ed with the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, He 

L m r Cd ’- a " d bas onc chi,d - named Barbara. He was a member of 
the Masonic Lodge at Cass. 

uJl ,E °J ) 0 *L C ?r K>PE ! 1 ‘ S 3 doctor - having his office in Baltimore, Md. 
He graduated [from] West Virginia University [in Morgantown) and 
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mm * i*»r'tt*f of the Maurntc 1 it 
r m M tw(» id Kai two children: Vicki, a 
Virli M IMmCHl. anil livrt in Haltimtxr 
i,j Hr r it Md, Hr is nest to (.eon 

r - a Ptii beta Kappa from West Virginia 


I [^runi f mm Ooorsa] am the nest boy, bora on June 7, 
jjgf (^a H \ a j I p athsaled (from] W M Vlfffiflia I-aw School 
I* im «Mi ik lift d ecree (I) graduated on June 8th [19^9], 
teg mmrw* firace om Juhr 0 th (1919] Mariinton, W Y.i (| 
j ntmtww of Phi Ssgvca I Vita fraternity, a national one I 
tm Qn Ararare in Mariinton since 1941, and perhaps a year 
rv^* r-r iu U *uJe at West Virginia University I was a metnl»er 
^:k i «-r*:irac team in the 1 impound class, for the five yean 
4 <-r. 1 u j =-e* <t of the Wot Virginia Club for athletes, called 
\ 1 ss . C i tpi, I be;.e%e I axn a member of the Masonic Order at 
i tm : j: 1 z*rsr. <? ctf the Mariinton Rotary Club, and Past President 
e ^ iT.f cerasaoos I became a member one month after the 
. -a in 1937. I was a president of the Pocahontas 

Gasses Kaj-d of Trade for one year. ... I am a Republican, and ran 
yr ~ :e P rc v ecutmg Attorney of Pocahontas County, West 
\ -nr bu i e three times This was in 1932, 1936, and 1940. [It was) 

1 od tare far a Republican to run. I am at present Chairman of the 
kr €*i m Executive Committee of Pocahontas County, having been 
firt ird a cerr. er at the primary', and chosen Chairman by the Com- 
— :-ee I -a elected a Member from Edray District of this county. 

I i:r. married, and the father of two children. I was married on 
^ -4 iti New York. My wife was formerly Diana 

1 She *ai born in New York, but her folks were living at 
L Pa~, when I was attending school at Morgantown at the 

Lr~. tnk ycfVScstV irginla. We met at the fraternity on the campus at 
We n Vg jintt University. e 

^ oort * 11 [child]. She is a graduate of Marlin- 

* r ‘. ^he “ now [ | 95®1 a junior at the University 
.. a member of Alpha Epsilon Phi Sorority at the 

of Maryland. She made the Dean’s List this past school 
year. S U **t born [in Mariinton] on October 1, 1936. 

Amu. aul Coofer ii my son. He was lx)rn on April 23, 1940. He 
tJZSZ* Mariinton High School, and a member of the base- 
High Sc 11 l * lc on, yJ cw ^‘ student in the [Mariinton] 

Cooper family] are the only Jewish family living 
m Poc*honu» County at lhu tifne r 7J 75 

• information a, to other jcwUh families: 


marlin ton 
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Paul Ooloeh. Paul Golden came to Mariinton in i8oa.« He was a 

*“* d,cd '‘ere “ ' 9 M »> ihe age „( 66. HU wifVwa, Minrii 
Milner Golden, who died in 1948, at the age of 80 years. ‘ Vlmn * e 

Abe Harrison. Al>e Harrison was in business in Mariinton about 

the year 1905. He went from Mariinton to Fairmont W Va' * 

lime around 1905, and opened up the “Workingman’s Store “ Late/ 

f* l "*” d 't “ * firm known “ Golden Brother., ,n 

‘-.hcr-in-law of Paul Golden. He .Id his’ i Jn£* mX- 

ion 10 Louis Klein, of Baltimore. Mr. (Abe) Harrison died in Atlandc 

C uy in 1954, at the age of 79, and at the time he was in the real estate 
business. c 

Schulman Brothers. The Schulman Brothers were here in business 

during the period from « 9 «o to 1920. One of the brothers was Max 

Schulman. One of them is still living. They went from Mariinton to 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Uaac Rosen. Isaac Rosen was here in business in the early 1920’$ 
His wife was a relative of the Schulmans. 7 y 

H. [erman] Kelmenson. H.[erman] Kelmcnson and his family were 
in . larlmion for years. He was married, and had two children. Edith 
Kelmcnson, hu daughter, was married, and died in Baltimore \ 

IH ' rmanl Kclmcnsond a — 

hST" [Schuchat] .* Simon Shucha. and hu family lived 

w^sLai rM v y % m . Hc opcra,cd a *“ «« hem. HU wife 
.“ , - S ah 1M ”. Sa “ Schwana Schuchat; ,« Mow.] She live in 

,’ • • Thc V have some children living in Ballimorc. 

.I Mm ’ / or the Idler of Mrs. Sara Schwana Schuchat on 
Mariinton and the Simon Schuchat family.) 

hu^e\ Z HA a T i & h"T AT| r LOUiS Schuchat was also Marlinion. 
W. Va u CCn for many ycars > ,ocatcd at Lewisburg, 

vears uniii , Schuchat operated a store in Lewisburg for many 

busincss in thc ,95 °’ s - Hc was th ^ 

Shuchats (Schuchaul U and Ih" "h* f UCCCcdcd t in business] by thc 

in business here ’for", fr " Cy '“iT by Abc KIcin ' Abc Klci « 
He had a danrrhr 1 CVv y 031 ^* A destroyed the property. 

r^. ,eta - and a MuiaS 

W j aCCOrd,ng Paul Golden*, daughter, Mn Paul R. Overholt; 


’ T ^c correct .polling of this na mc U Schuchat. 


IGIH 


wur viiowu jrvv»v 


.-Srir* -H H* "•£ *» ,n 

, .. .. .: -v .. . 1^' •-« I" r . ." • 

JUT*. M-J „ -v^ V*- >»-. K .vv lUtll..!»*»»«■ 

a _j)__ 


JJJTr Mr. $M Rom. erf lt.limn.ir IW.tl. t.,.vr 

‘ , . !,»,■«« Vl*rimti«v •»>« a <l.xx>rx r proceeding 

TE7imO««»V y '•”* l*** France. Golden Over- 

. r”«_... , tr~*— fcr France*, no doubt] t ' • >>“!«. 

. k OctK»«. lne» near Marlinton. in this County 

, H \ i' In n i iliintiTrr rf Ml and Mr*. Paul Golden. 

jT m rr J ^ |o 4 MuKidnt. and they have two children. 

We arr q-r»—a r*i coot* in thi* County, near Marlinton, 
md hM tatd a corporation lor that rpose. The corporation is 
ra’jrd d* fbrjh cu- County Country Club, and I am president. 
a poiat of interest, in view of the fact that we arc 

here (the Adolph E. Cooper family]. 

La«« Coora I overlooked my youngest brother, Lewis Cooper. 
Hr bora fin C» ] on July 20, 1907. A graduate of West 

\ ffx^x l »wvn-. he jrrved in the United States Navy. Now married, 
if m m Washington, D. C., and has three sons. He was with 

|<; -en1 Store [in Washington, D. C.] for a few years, 

i->: .■ r> ^ with the S in Radio Stores. He was in every State in this 
country, and has toured Europe. 

•. . . . . u; Mv father, Jacob Cooper, was a great man. He 

b*. - is education. Three of us boys were at West Virginia Univer- 
. 1- rr time. Our mother and father gave us the best of everything 
i- jea»der 1 sacrifice. We were the only Jewish family at Cass. 

My full name b Adolph Edward Cooper. 

“A. E. Cooper.” 


Memoir of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat* 
os Marlinton, West Virginia 
and os Her Late Husband 
Simon Schuchat, of Marlinton, West Virginia 1 


Memoir of Mrs. Sara (Simon) Schuchat 
Marlinton, West Virginia 

1 km lorry not to have sent you the below background before now, 

l \ u ,h ' k ‘ r>d of one wants to set down all at once, and a 
wfhr.tent stretch of time has been lacking. 


1 'rf J4t J Lien Avenue, Bkhimore 15, Maryland). 

'Z ^ >,WMr ] Z Sthucha ' on February 12. 1958, and on January 

10 Abfaham *• Shinct,,in(! Thc 
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tot? 

Simon Schuchat was lx»rn in Kovna [Kovno], Lithuania, about 
1H7B. and came to Baltimore with his parents and four mim in A 
brothers in 1884. Two more children were born in Baltimore He 
owned a cigar factory in Baltimore until after we were married, on 
February 28, 1915, at Baltimore. In 1916 we moved to Marlinton at 
which time Simon Schuchat bought Klein’s Department Store in 
Marlinton from my uncle, I-ouis Klein. We moved back to Baltimore 
from Marlinton, in 1930. On his side of the family, only my husband', 
and his brother Louis Schuchat, had any connection with West 
Virginia. [Louis Schuchat, later of Lewisburg, W. Va.. b the father- 
in-law of Rabbi Ely E. Pilchik, of Newark, N. J„ Rabbi Pilchik having 
married Louis Schuchat’s daughter Ruth.) Louis Schuchat married 
Mary Aaron, of Blueflcld [Mary Aaron would be an aunt of Mrs. 
Sarah Aaron Schlossljcrg (Mrs. Abraham N. Schlossbct^), of Blue¬ 
ftcld), and Mrs. (Louis) Schuchat should lie able to supply you with a 
wealth of information about Lewisburg and Bluefield. Their address 
is just Lewisburg, W. Va., but they spend the winter at Coral Gables, 
Florida. 

I was lx>rn Sara Schwartz, one of seven children, in Boydton, 
Virginia. Although my parents, Jacob Schwartz and Minna Klein 
Schwartz, came to Baltimore and returned there before we children 


were all grown, they lived in the interval in several towns on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, also in Boydton, Va., where my sister 
Bessie and 1 were both born, and also briefly in North Carolina. They 
owned stores in these places. My parents spent their later years in 
Baltimore, and died there. For a short period of time, Jacob and Minna 
Klein Schwartz lived also in Grafton, W. Va. We lived in Grafton, 
[West Virginia,) for a time when I was very young. 

We moved to Baltimore, where I started school. My brother Aaron 
(Schwartz) attended D & E [Davis and Elkins College, in Elkins, 
W. Va.), and played football there (against Navy!). At the time he 
lived with my Uncle Abe Klein (my mother’s brother), who had a 
store in Elkins. Uncle Abe Klein, a brother of Louts Klein, had moved 
to Elkins from Grafton, West Virginia. Ephraim Klein, my mother’s 
oldest brother, was in Grafton, West Virginia, for sixty years or more, 
and had a department store. He married and died there. His daughter, 
Ray Klein, is a resident buyer in New York City; his daughter, Flora 
Klein Freedman, lives in Youngstown, Ohio; and his son, Harry 
Klein, is in Minneapolis. 


My Uncle Ike (I. Charles Klein) lived for a long time in Weston, 
W\ \ a., where he had a department store. His son died quite young. 
Three of his daughters live in New York and one in Princeton, New 
Jersey. 


My mother, Minna Klein, was bom in Travich [Tavrick], near 
Tilsit [Russia], about the year 1856 or 1857, and my father, Jacob 
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_^ MhmIi. LulMiMUk. which **• then * |uit 
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k ir* > ert t»ck to my mother's brothers) lived in Weston 
a?»i dy i .m r v MidiBtoo, and bought A. [Abraham] Harrison's 
r* -ft %:± ecarae K.ctn*« Department Store. I lived with his family 
!r-n the tar I was sixteen until I was twenty. They were there 
Mjnmm Rka mi hm wife) ei g ht years in all before my husband bought 
!V r r i* ym*jch time they moved to Washington. My Uncle Abe 
Kla.:* Mrai i* fsn* a sakaman for the United Rubber Company before 
y -: ic rflunt, W Va. He went to Elkins when he was quite 
trmm r t p exc a core there and married and had three children. 
Li ,# ? 1 r - ai in the department store business in Clarksburg, W. Va., 
afcfc che NnbwD Company. His last store was in Fairmont, W. Va. 
V«r He.o i three children were Anita, Dorothy, and Millard Klein. 

Kirin a rrorried in Baltimore, Dorothy Klein is in Washington, 
ti 2" MulaH Kirin and his wife and two children. The Kleins, as 
rw tee, were early settlers in West Virginia. 

Schjcra: s Department Store (my husband, Simon Schuchat, 
:h*nged the name when he bought the store) sold ready-to-wear 
pofeiai] lor the whole family. Our customers came from the area 
ii*ou! tJ'y miles around Marl inton. The roads were not as good as 
:hr% ar** now, ard a whole family, lumbermen or farmers, would 
ome to Mariuron for a day of shopping. We did a lot of advertising, 
.nri'jdmg a monthly magazine, and while we were in Marlinton we 
^ *** * fjrc * VNe lived in an eight-room apartment 

f ^ Vs 'f W %Nar 1 Mr. [Simon] Schuchat contributed and raised 
i 1 ^, ‘n Europe throughout the whole of Pocahontas 
^nty JWrtt V.rg.ma]. Although there were only five Jewish families 

did L r WC A ' hCm four and a ha,f ,jccausc °ne man 

4c*X*H lull^Tl P?n ? any ‘ hing Hkc thal l° f Judaism and 
n ^ ion, and of being known as a Jew. and of contrihntina 
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money for Jewish causes], we raised a great deal of money (it's all in 
the lx*>k This Thing Celled Owing , 1 believe the name is), because we 
had all of our Christian friends contributing and raising money We 
had a real fund drive, with meetings at our house. Mr. Schuchat was 
one of the Directors of The Bank of Marlinton. When we came theie, 
the town had electricity only at night, and Mr. Schuchat was instru¬ 
mental in floating a bond [issue] to buy a second dynamo for daylight 
current. He was very active in the Kiwanis Club. And he was a very 
active Democrat — when there were very few Democrats of any kind 
in that area. His political interests did not affect his close friendship 
with such good Republicans as Judge Summer [Summers H.] Sharp 
or his brother George Sharp (mentioned below). 

When the Presbyterian and Methodist Sunday schools studied the 
Old Testament, Mr. Schuchat was always asked to speak to the 
children. He also spoke at morning chapel at the high schools. He used 
to have long conversations in Hebrew [?] with the Reverend George 
J. Cleveland, then the minister of the Episcopal Church, later canon 
at the Washington [D. C.] Cathedral, and now in Richmond, Virginia. 
We always attended the Thanksgiving [Day] service at one of the 
churches [in Marlinton] and went to them on other occasions. 

I was one of the charter members of the Women’s Club of Marlinton, 
whose membership was strictly limited to 24 and was by invitation 
only. (I was the only Jewish member — and usually the only Jewish 
delegate at State Women’s Clubs’ Conventions.) 

Before we moved to Marlinton, Mr. [Simon] Schuchat learned [in 
Baltimore] to be a shochct, so that we could have kosher fowl in West 
Virginia. We had a kosher home, and at Pcsach ate only meat because 
we could not get pesachdich [fit for Passover use] dairy products. 
We always had seders, and the other Jewish families of Marlinton 
were invited. On the high holy days, even though there were not 
enough Jews for a Minyan, we held services at our home. 

[I would have imagined, or surmised, on the basis of etymology and 
“logic,” that the implication is rather clear that the family name of 
her husband, Simon Schuchat , is derived from the Hebrew word shochct , 
which means a ritual slaughterer of poultry and animals, and that the 
spelling Schuchat represents a variant of that name or title. It is very 
likely that, just as Simon Schuchat learned, in Baltimore, to be a 
Shochct, some one of his ancestors, or several of them, possibly his 
father and his grandfather in the “Old Country,” had learned to be, 
and had been, Shochctim in Lithuania, many years before Simon 
Schuchat’s and his parents’ emigration to the United States, and that 
it was from this occupation that the family name of Schuchat, with a 
slight dialectical accent, and with a slight variant spelling of the name, 
was adopted, perhaps as far back as two or three generations, even 
before Simon Schuchat’s grandfather’s time. 
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oh tangl m floe be could perform ritual slaughtering for hb own 
funlr Hr flUL however, kill ehirkrm for the other [Jewbh] families 

M* * " has*:. S* > n motu, went to Chcder [the fivc-day-a-weck 
llctre^ cjh wbcofl in Baltimore. Hb parents were observant Jews, 
i -, ‘« ,e or>e. rare him hb religious background. His father, 
Doted Stkoko, w» a bin d er of Beth Tefilah Congregation [in 
Ai far as I know, the name has always been spelled 
fllhuchn m EagU, with the two As I wrote above, the name far 
1^1 tarried irr husband's becoming a Shochct. 

Oor daughter Bin t [Schuchat] was bom on June 3, 1918, and our 
T»MO Uoa [Schuchat], on June 15, 1923. Both of them were 
bnm m Bokinore, and Theodor was the first male Schuchat in a long, 


<>.: Mckui [Schuchat] was born on December 15, 1924, 

ttMarilNou. The Mohd was brought from Baltimore, and all of our 
^utH as wdi as Jewi«h friends were invited to what I believe was 
urithJdrouDeuion ceremony] ever held in Marlinton. 

|Uur uwj David Gcouce (Schuchat) was bom at Marlinton on 
J l \ lr ry>. *nd the Mohd was brought from Charleston by Sccrc- 
!S u- V**** 0 **] George W. Sharp, who came down 

1 *** ^ * namcd Gco ^ becau,* he 
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that congregation. Mr. Schu^hat’i father (David Schuchat] had brr n 
onr of the early members, and Mr. (Simon] Schuchat was active as a 
member of the Board of Beth I efiloh Congregation until hb death at 
Baltimore in Octo»>cr, 1945. As long as our children attended Hebrew 
School, I was an active member of thc Board of it. 

Betsy (Schuchat] went to West Virginia University and graduated 
in 1939. While there she was president of thc Sigma Delta Tau sorority. 
She received a master’s degree in social work at Tulane University, 
in New Orleans, and in 1946 she married Jerry Schocnholtz, a business 
agent for thc ILGWU (international Ladies’ Garment Worker*’ 
Union). They live in New York, and she b currently Directress of 
Social Services of thc French Hospital. 

(Theodor) Schuchat, thc eldest son of Simon and Sara S. Schuchat, 
attended West Virginia University until he went into thc Army 
Signal Corps in 1942. He graduated from thc New School for Social 
Research in New York after thc (Second World] War, and was an 
information spccialbt with the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare until he became thc executive director of thc Social Lcgblation 
Information Service, in Washington, D. C. On December 27, 1958, 
Theodor Schuchat was married to Bertha Moscov, of Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 

Michael [Schuchat] began college at Carnegie Tech (thc Carnegie 
Institute of Technology], in Pittsburgh, and then joined thc Naval 
ROTC. He graduated from Yale University in thc class of [19I45W, 
and then served as an ensign on a destroyer in thc Pacific. After 
graduating from Georgetown Law School, he clerked for Judge 
Charles Fahey, of thc United States Court of Appeals in Washington. 
He was recalled during thc Korean War and served in the Caribbean 
and in North Africa. He is a member of thc law firm of Geiger, Harmcl 
and Schuchat. He married Mollic Geiger, of thc District of Columbia, 
in 1953, and has three children, Simon, Frank, and Betty Schuchat. 
[Michael Schuchat’s older son, Simon Schuchat, would thus appear 
to have been named after his grandfather, thc original Simon Schuchat 
who was thc husband of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat.) 

David [David George Schuchat] attended West Virginia Univer¬ 
sity, George Washington University, and Johns Hopkins University. 
He served in thc Quartermaster Corps of the Army in Munich. He 
owns a tea company in Baltimore, and is engaged in real estate in 
Washington and Baltimore. He lives with me at 3413 Glen Avenue 
(please note the new address), Baltimore 15, Md. 

Wc all have close ties to Marlinton. Wc go back as often as we can, 
and I still subscribe to thc Pocahontas Times (a weekly), founded by the 
Price Family. Thc newspaper still publishes news of marriages and 
births In my family. Marlinton was a very liberal place to live for a 
Jew, and people were accepted for what they were. . . . 
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Martinshuro 

GENERAL 

Of w ar ', in v- Ur ? U a " i ™ iul ' rial ci >y in die Eastern Panhandle 
of West Virginia, in the northeastern part of the state. It is 

situated at an altitude of 435 feet above sea level, 17 miles south 

southwest of Hagerstown, Md., and 70 miles northwest of 

ashington, D. C. Martinsburg is the county seat of Berkeley 
County. 

Martinsburg was first settled in 1774 to 1776, and was char- 
tered as a village [or as a town, as some historians believe] in 
*778, then later as a town, and still later, in 1859, as a city. In 
1940, it was reported (United States Census) to have a popula¬ 
tion of 15,063. In 1955, its population was given as 15,600. The 
United States Census of 1950 gave Martinsburg a general 
population of 15,621. 

Martinsburg is noted for its manufacture of textiles (especially 
woollens), hosiery, furniture, cement, wood products, and bricks. 
Large deposits of shale, limestone, and clay arc to be found in its 
immediate vicinity, and are utilized. It is, in addition to being 
an industrial city, also a commercial and livestock center, and 
also a center for agriculture. It is located in an apple- and peach¬ 
growing center, and it produces and ships these fruits and also 
byproducts of the livestock industry. Martinsburg’s location is 
at the entrance to the Shenandoah Valley. The city is served by 
both the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad; the latter maintains a large repair shop in 
Martinsburg. 

During the Civil War, Martinsburg was occupied, successively, 
by Federal and Confederate armies. It derives its name from 
Colonel Thomas Bryan Martin, and was laid out, originally, 
as a village, by General Adam Stephen. 

Bunker Hill Village, ten miles to the southwest of Martinsburg, 
is the site of the oldest recorded settlement in all West Virginia. 
Bunker Hill Village was settled about the year 1729. 


THEODOR SCHUCHAT 


11015 SE Lake Road 
Bellevue WA 98004-7557 
Voice (425) 454-1929 
Fax (206) 726-7898 

Email tedschuchat@mymailstation.com 


June 16, 2001 


Ue&r ~r. Johnson, 

Your circular^ letter of June 5 prompted me to 
send you the Xeroxed material enclosed, an account of 
the Jews who lived in iiarlinton during the first half 
of the Twentieth Century® 

i 

as Charlene 3everage will confirm, 1 have been 
aii?p?rFir.g ny personal library. If I come across any 
to * z ' i cahonta8 County material. I’ll send it along. 

Coadially yours, 

.1 


** • Allen Johnson, director 

Libraries 

-W Utie mw. Library 

Clinton fV£4954 
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WEST VIRGINIA JEWRY 


MARLINTON 


Marlinton is a town in east central West Virginia, located in 
Pocahontas County. It is the county seat of Pocahontas County, 
and is known as a hunting resort. Marlinton, situated southeast 
of Webster Springs and east of Richwood, had, in 1937, a 
general population of 1,586. In 1940, it was reported to have a 
total general population of 1,644; and m ! 95 °> the United States 
Census gave the town a general population of 1,654. 

The AJTB for 1927 reported that there were n Jews living 
in Marlinton in 1927, and in 1937 there were ten Jews or less 
residing in the town. 

Several years after 1922, Harry Barbakow, now (1959) living 

in Princeton, W. Va., and his brother-in-law, Herman Kelmen- 

son, moved from Thomas, W. Va., to Marlinton, where they 

opened up a dry goods and clothing store in partnership. Later, 

Harry Barbakow sold out his share in the store to Herman 

Kelmenson, who remained in Marlinton; while Harry Barbakow 

settled in Princeton, W. Va., entering the dry goods and clothing 

business. In i 959 > was still resident in Princeton, engaged 

in the same business, together with his son, Yankee [Jacob] 
Barbakow. 


In addition to the above information, excerpted in part from 
letters written to me by Harry Barbakow (from 1956 to 1959), 
who was a very staunch member of my old Bluefield-Princeton 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom (1947-1950), I was most for¬ 
tunate in receiving four additional letters dealing with the 
-Miller and present Jewish residents of Marlinton, from which 

w^e frLn " 8 da ‘ a h3Ve bee " exccr P ted - These letters 

S Ti- ir.T; T a p 0rney (a non -J cw ) in Marlinton; the 
letter u dated July 26, 1956. 

(il h N „f Hu r VL ° R ’ minister of ,hc Emmanuel Methodist 
ol Mi r, n. : ' 7 ' ,,n ' and a f °""er resident in, and native 
year. In 'm .?!: Z ™ rrarri * "" d 'ived for a number of 

L Jit :;,, 7/ r I—'' C Taylor and 1 

' in Buckh "nnon, W. Va., as well as in 
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Huntington, on the occasion of J. C. S. assignments to me 
and at Religious Emphasis Week programs and summer 
camp programs of the Methodist Church of West Virginia 
in which I participated (1950-1956). His letter is dated 
July 18, 1956. 

Mrs. Paul R. Overholt, of Buckeye, W. Va., formerly of 
Marlinton, and the daughter of Paul Golden. Her letter is 
dated August 8, 1956. 

Adolph E. (Edward) Cooper, a Marlinton attorney. His letter 
is dated August 3, 1956. 

The last three mentioned letters contain so many valuable 
data about Jews of Marlinton, and provide such fine human- 
interest stories, that they are herewith cited virtually in toto. 


[From the Reverend Donald C. Taylor] 


“Huntington, West Virginia. 

“July 18, 1956. 

.... Regarding the Jewish families of Marlinton,. . . there is now 
only one family residing there that is strictly Jewish. That is the 
Cooper family. The head of the family, Adolph E. Cooper, is an 
attorney in Marlinton. He is quite active in the Republican Party on 
a county basis. I believe that he is the city attorney. He was raised, 
I believe, at Cass, West Virginia. Mrs. Cooper is a very devout per¬ 
son. ... I believe that her family is in Baltimore, and that she has 
some connection with a synagogue there. The Coopers have two chil¬ 
dren: Doris Ella Cooper, who is now in college; and Daniel Cooper, 

who is a senior at Marlinton High School. 

Mrs. Paul Ovcrholt lives in [near] Marlinton. [She is the daughter 
of the late Paul Golden.] She was raised as a Jewess. At the present 
time she attends the Episcopalian Church. I am not sure that s c as 
I wen confirmed as a member. Her husband is a member of the et 
odist Church in Marlinton. [The maiden name of Mrs. Paul NCr o 
was Mary Frances Golden; she was nicknamed and ‘ s c °jT mo P,, 
c alled “Fannie.”] One daughter in the family [of Paul an anm 

Ovcrholt] is a Unitarian. ... , . vf-irlin- 

Scvrral years ago there were three other Jewish fam 1 ICS * . . \ 

ton. I knew them slightly. The Kleins (originally residents o . at 

wer merchants there (in Marlinton] in >932. A fami y ™™ uchat fanlily 
owned .§ itoic there, and sold out to the Kleins, [ rwisburg, 

of Marlinton wan related to the family of Louis S< uu 
and to that, also, of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat.J 
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. • f i.A cummer of * I 8m not sure 

Schuchats left Marlm ,on un g Kleins that I remember 

whcre thcy went. The only name of a „ y of schoo , with me (in 

is that of Anna Klein. She s ^ ^ MarKnton . 

Marlinton] in igg. I t0 Baltimore. 

I am inclined to believe th y named Kelmenson. The 

T e C o^ h^fThetmil^written H. [Herman] Kelmenson 
I Inew a son of Herman Kelmenson] quite well, from being m high 

ctol with him. He was named Harry Kelmenson I undemand that 
Harry Kelmenson is now a prominent surgeon in Baltimore, Maryland^ 
Thro was one daughter in the Kelmenson family; she was older than 
Harry but I do not remember her name. ... I do not remember 
when the Kelmensons moved away from Marlinton. I believe that it 

was in the middle 1930’s — about 1935 or 1936. 

[From Mrs. Paul R. (Mary Frances Golden] Overholt, of Buckeye, 
W. Va., under date of August 8, 1956] 

“ ‘Balia Machree’ 

“R. F. D. 1, 

“Buckeye, W. Va. 


.... My mother, Minna Milner, came from Lithuania, near 

Propst. Her father was a miller. The village in which she lived was 

on a river much like the Greenbrier. She was very pious, but failed 

to instruct me in the Jewish precepts. This was the case in [with] 

many of the earlier Jewish settlers who had to work so hard that they 

neglected this step, although [the proverb or saying] “Born a Jew, 

always a Jew seems to be bred in the bone. The early merchants 

here had to board their clerks [provide them with room and meals], 
so that made extra work. 

Besides running a general merchandise store, my father [Paul 
o cn] and H. [Herman] Kelmenson bought wool and ginseng. 

mv M P Vn al ^ may be able to S arner a few facts of interest from 
ELKLV°^r n ? 1 r T bUngS - 1 had h °P cd to rewrite the enclosed 

i and "T “ ty ' 1cd - H «wevcr, after six weeks of 

' ,he work in my garden makes this impossible. 

Fannie’ Overholt (Mary Frances Golden 
Ovcrholt).’* 

fcii i»mi h 1 \" V a f Sk ? 1 Tn t0 a , nswcr y° ur tetter, as he 

colorful figure. He wit, ,'i ",' V I •’.ml Golden], Papa was a very 

,,C W "' • bou ‘ M feet tall, with merry blue eyes and 
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light brown hair. He always had a small r • 
they came to his store; so many of them aTwavT/n* chiIdren "hen 
He loved to eat, and always planned to snenH 7 h tc 1 i me ab out him. 

[bCfore ^ * Marh^‘alP 

[Pripet] Marshes in whaMs'^Poland^but [was] under']* ^ hriph< ‘ t 

he rushed back to [into] the store to get the bLks dtuff” , WhCn 

had begged him not to. He [my fathe Pa^ Gowl, ? 

money from some relative to coL to America and ^ ‘ hC 

Spates] 0 " thC Vari ° US membm ° f his fami ‘y t0 ’ [,o the* Unked 

He was always interested in education and the welfare of this 
commumty [Marlmton, W. Va.]. A, his death, in , 944> we sent his 
library of many of the classics to a synagogue in Baltimore. 

fPriill Z l fmy a thCr] WaS b ° rn in Russia - near the Phriphet 
l npetj Marshes, and came to America between 1885 and 1888 

He began m business as a peddler in West Virginia. He bought his 
merchandise from the Baltimore Bargain House, and after coming to 
Pocahontas County [in West Virginia] [he] had it shipped to Million 
Springs, Va., where it was brought over the mountains to the store 
^hich he [later] had in Edray [West Virginia]. Previously to this he 
iad carried his merchandise in a huge sack on his back. He must have 
been very strong, as the country people marveled at what he could get 
in this sack. Mrs. Elmer Poague [Pogue] said that they could always 
depend on what he said about his merchandise. If he said it was good, 
it was fine, and if he said it was just “fair,” it was that. He had a gray 
horse and wagon when he became more prosperous. After he came to 
Ed ray, a village a few miles from Marlinton, he let a cousin, “Red” 
Golden, do the peddling. (The horse and buggy were lost in an 
accident.) This cousin, an E. Golden, was a smaller man with red 
hair and a long, red beard. The Elmer Pogues, in whose yard his little 
‘tore stood, and with whom he boarded, tell of the terrible quarrel 
h' - had with “Red.” It seems that one Passover the matzoh did not 
comr from Baltimore, so he had their cook [the Elmer Pogues cook] 
make it of flour, salt, and water. The cousin, a very religious man and 

‘t right a few days later, 


- — - - f | latv* « mm »v - - - 

in |*x»r health, ate it, but decided it wasn 
and was tnoat indignant. 

1 If (Paul (ioldrn] moved 
rtiamrd my mother in Haiti 
covered bridge built over the 


it. . 

oved to Marlinton about 1894 or 1895. * hen he 

Baltimore. This store was near the old, wood™. 
,cr the Greenbrier River during the Civil War. 
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About 1899 he moved across the bridge to a large building, where he 
stayed in business until 1919. My mother’s nephews, Simon Klein 
(deceased) and Maurice Klein (now owner of a big general mer¬ 
chandise store similar to my father’s in Forest Hill, Md.), worked for 
him at various times [in Marlinton]. His sister, Ida Golden Fuman, her 
husband, and two children ran a prosperous store for him in Falling 
Springs, now Rcnick, in Greenbrier County [West Virginia], for several 
years. Her husband, John [Fuman], was very anxious to go to a larger 
place, so [he] moved to Indiana and then to Chicago and Baltimore, 
but [he] never had any more money than in West Virginia. 

Papa helped my mother’s sister Mary [Mary Milner], and her 
husband, Abe Harrison, establish a store in Marlinton about 1903. 
Abe [Harrison] was an excellent businessman, and sold his store to 
Louis Klein. He [Abe Harrison] went to Fairmont, W. Va., where he 
made his fortune in a huge store dedicated to the workingman. This 
store was leased to some men by the name of Golden Brothers [pre¬ 
sumably not related to Paul Golden] when he retired to Atlantic City 
[N. J.]. He [Abe Harrison] operated a store in Cumberland, Md., 
for a few years, hoping to get his three sons established there, but his 
health was poor there, so he went back to Atlantic City. He died there 
at the age ° r 79 in ' 954 . I wrote to his oldest son, Bernard [Harrisonl 

of 4601 Ventnor Ave. [Atlantic City, N. J.], for information, but have 
not received it. 


hi! , T Wa ! f f cinated by 'he lumber business, so when he 

so d h,s store out he indulged in this and lost much of his hard-earned 

albnd r n d’ hH ? h° n WHiCh hC CU ‘ the most lumber w valuable 
armland, and helped him to recuperate his fortune a little At the 

tiroc° as*a “ 3 ^mobile] this 

•outhern West Virginia and cni a u- ^^°y es * traveled all over 

•n outlet for his urge to wander a^i U ^ VCry much * S ave him 
chance to earn. n ls y° un S er days, and gave him a 

Z ^dd y ^daLVhtCT a toi7 f h °°l and Collc S c - M V ‘"Other 

m * >"v -h r r.^L“: r s ,r ,r r ins w * not 

•more, Md. ,n thc Southern Cemetery in 

^ Baltimore in 
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[Letter from A. E. (Adolph Edward) Cooper, of Marlinton, dated 
August 3, 1956] 

“A. E. [Adolph Edward] Cooper, ' 
“Attorney at Law, 

“Marlinton, W. Va. 

“August 3, 1956. 

This is in reply to your letter requesting information about myself, 
family, and other former Jewish families who lived here in the [Poca¬ 
hontas] county, and especially at Marlinton. 

My father was Jacob Cooper. My mother was Maggie Gordon 
Cooper. They came to Cass, West Virginia, in this county, around 
1905. Dad was a merchant, operating the Cooper’s Department Store 
at Cass. We were the only Jewish family in Cass. My father was a 
most respected citizen. He was a member of the Town Council at Cass. 
He was a member of the Masonic Order at Cass, [the Lodge in Cass] 
being Riverside Lodge No. 124. When Dad came to Cass "there were 
three children, namely, Veeda, Leon, and Theodore [Cooper]. Then I 
was born on June 7th, 1906. Lewis [Cooper, my brother] was born on 
July 20th, 1907. All [the] children graduated at [from] Marlinton 
High School. Marlinton is 25 miles from Cass by rail. The children 
had to board away from home while going to school. Dad moved his 
store from Cass to Durbin, West Virginia, in 1930, and continued in 
11 s mess for a couple of years and left this county in 1932, returning to 

" ashln ? ton ’ D - c - He came from Washington to West Virginia in 
igop. Dad died in ig 43 in Washington, D. C., on July 4 th, and is 
buried in Adas Israel Cemetery. He was aged 69. Mother died August 
2 o>h ,1 947. and is also buried in the same cemetery. Her maiden name 
"as Cordon, and her father was a rabbi, as I recall, in Russia. Both 
my parents originally came from Russia, and [my] father became a 
...luralized citizen prior to his coming to West Virginia. My mother 

as a very well-read person, and [was] well liked by all who came in 
contact with her. 


c \ f . r ’ [Cooper], died in 1928, and is buried in the same 

. 1 r ’ as hington. She was a talented pianist, and was most 

,llC ° l<lcst of ,hc children [of Jacob and Maggie 

Hr ^ 1 "I I* d,r oldest boy, and is living in Washington, D. C. 

is rii trf ,rc '* ,r M ( 'tnjpoliian Life Insurance Company, lie 
\\u M laI u,,r 1 named Barbara. He was a member of 

LodfB at Cam 

H r * 11 ( ’*’* 14 ** *• doctor, having his office in Baltimore, Md. 

[•i'mmJ \\e*»t \ irginia University [in Morgantown] and 
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Vak Medical School. He was a member of the Masonic Lodge a. 

Theodore Cooper is married, and has two children: V.ck,, a 
V a I A FHwird Vicki is married, and lives in Baltimore. 

ThSdore built a beautiful home at Pikesvillc, Md. He is next to Leon 
in age. Theodore Cooper is also a Phi Beta Kappa from West Virginia 

L i'IAdolph Edward Cooper] am the next boy, born on June 7, 
1006 [at Cass, W. Va.]. I graduated [from] West Virginia Law School 
in 1929, with the LL.B. degree. [I] graduated on June 8th [1929], 
and started practice on July 8th [1929], in Marlinton, W. Va. [I 
am a] member of Phi Sigma Delta fraternity, a national one.... I 
have been City Attorney in Marlinton since 1941, and perhaps a year 
or two before that. While at West Virginia University I was a memlier 
of the varsity wrestling team in the 118-pound class, for the five years 
there, and a member of the West Virginia Club for athletes, called 
the Varsity Club, I believe. I am a member of the Masonic Order at 
Cass. I am a member of the Marlinton Rotary Club, and Past President 
on two separate occasions. I became a member one month after the 
Club was organized in 1937. I was a president of the Pocahontas 
County Board of Trade for one year. ... I am a Republican, and ran 
for the office of Prosecuting Attorney of Pocahontas County, West 
Virginia, for three times. This was in 1932, 1936, and 1940. [It was] 
a bad time for a Republican to run. I am at present Chairman of the 
Republican Executive Committee of Pocahontas County, having been 
elected a member at the primary, and chosen Chairman by the Com¬ 
mittee. I was elected a Member from Edray District of this county. 

I am married, and the father of two children. I was married on 
December 24, 1933, in New York. My wife was formerly Diana 

lJnir» lC » d WaS ^ orn * n ^ ew Y° r k, but her folks were living at 
LniveniM/H’f w* . Was attendin g sc hool at Morgantown at the 

West Virginia vLcrT™' ^ fraternit y on l f hc cam P us al 

ion High Schoofffi 1 *? 11 ** "cu Cldcr She is a graduate of Marlin- 

of Maryland She i. 954 Sh f ,S n ° W ^ 956 1 a J unior at the University 
Univcnity of M '1 ' i ^ A ^ la Epsilon Phi Sorority at the 
yew. l ' ™ dc ,I>C L «> ">U past school 

M "" n,onl ° n oc, ° i,cr • - 

“ * m Marlinton i u b °? 1 ° n A P ril Hc 

And (notbail Iran K 1 School, and ji member of the base- 

School at (hi. C ' ,r un| yJcwith student in the [Marlinton] 
We (ihe Adolph E c 

in PiaoHucuai County at ^ tiiV*^I ^ **** ou ^ J ew W> family living 
K ~ UdWm * ,k - 1 “ •» oui' jew'uh families: 


lull * c ndornuuIon 
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Golden. Paul Golden came to Marlinton in 1892. 1 He was a 
hnt and died here in 1944 at the age of 86. His wife was Minnie 

Milner Golden, who died in 1948, at the age of 80 years. 

\ju Harrison. Abe Harrison was in business in Marlinton, about 
rir 1905. He went from Marlinton to Fairmont, W. Va., some 
time around 1905, and opened up the “Workingman’s Store.” Later, 
he leased this store of his to a firm known as Golden Brothers, in 
Fairmont, while he himself moved to Atlantic City, N. J. Abe Harrison 
was the brother-in-law of Paul Golden. He sold his business in Marlin¬ 
ton to Louis Klein, of Baltimore. Mr. [Abe] Harrison died in Atlantic 
City in 1954, at the age of 79, and at the time he was in the real estate 

business. 

Schulman Brothers. The Schulman Brothers were here in business 
during the period from 1910 to 1920. One of the brothers was Max 
Schulman. One of them is still living. They went from Marlinton to 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Isaac Rosen. Isaac Rosen was here in business in the early 1920’s. 
His wife was a relative of the Schulmans. 

H. [erman] Kelmenson. H.[erman] Kelmenson and his family were 
in Marlinton for years. He was married, and had two children. Edith 
Kelmenson, his daughter, was married, and died in Baltimore. A 
son, Harry Kelmenson, is a doctor, located in Baltimore; he is married, 
and has a family of his own. Mr. and Mrs. H.[erman] Kelmenson are 
living in Baltimore, Md. Mr. [Herman] Kelmenson operated a store 
in Marlinton for many yetirs. 

biwos Shuchat [Schuchat] . 2 Simon Shuchat and his family lived 
f*re at Marlinton for years. He operated a fine store here. His wife 
Sarah [Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat; see below] She lives in 
Baltimore. ... They have some children living in Baltimore. 

(W below , for the letter of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat on 
Madiniofl and the Simon Schuchat family.] 

Shuchat [Schuchat]. Louis Schuchat was also in Marlinton, 

^ 11 now, and has been for many years, located at Lewisburg, 

(Ixnjis Schuchat operated a store in Lewisburg for many 
until hit retirement from business in the 1950’s. He was the 

U,4hrf Simon Schuchat ] 

• Kiris I ami u Kirin was succeeded [in business] bv the 
^ "».4ti (SchuchaitJ, and thru they in turn by Abe Klein. Al>e Klein 
4» u. i. M |»crc for a few years. A fire destroyed the property. 

4 4ugittcr named Anita Klein, and a son, Millard Klein. 

* r> * ,c »n Baltimore, I lielleve. 

**»•*« .4 l4| ,. au| Uaughlw, Mr,. Paul R Ovrrholt; 

luty 

^*4 IWtlChl — 


l4 Itm MUM u V hot hut 
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• *r c v i v ia were in business in 

Al SCHEIR. A 1 Schcir and ^ * Thcy now live in Baltimore, 

Mariin.on from . 93 - Ross, of Baltimore Both have 

Md. Sylvia Schcir is no f a divorce proceeding, 

remarried since leaving ar ' p’ ann j e [Mary Frances Golden Over- 
Mrs. Fannie Overholt. M«. fann l > doubt] Qverholt, 

holt; “Fannie” is a ^ „ ear Mariinton, in this County 

the wife of I ’a. ul v R . ^ a d aug hter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Golden, 
[in Buckeye, W. Va.]. 1 t L ev have two children. . . . 

She is married to a Mcdiod.s. and .hcy have Marlinton> 

We are construct.ng a golf ^ 7 ’ ration is 

and have formed a f COT P“ Count cZ a nd I ampresident. 

view of the fact that we are 

'to cToPER rc i [ overiooted my yZngest’brlther, Lewis Cooper 
He was born [in Cass, W. Va] on July 20, 1907. A graduate of West 
Virginia University, he served in the United States Navy. Now marrie , 
he is living in Washington, D. C., and has three sons. He was with 
Hecht’s Department Store [in Washington, D. C.] for a few years, 
and is now with the Sun Radio Stores. He was in every State in this 
country, and has toured Europe. 

Jacob Cooper. My father, Jacob Cooper, was a great man. He 
believed in education. Three of us boys were at West Virginia Univer¬ 
sity at one time. Our mother and father gave us the best of everything 
at considerable sacrifice. We were the only Jewish family at Cass. 

My full name is Adolph Edward Cooper. 

“A. E. Cooper.” 


Memoir of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat 1 
on Marlinton, West Virginia 
and on Her Late Husband 
Simon Schuchat, of Marlinton, West Virginia 2 

Memoir of Mrs. Sara (Simon) Schuchat 
Marlinton, West Virginia 

bu‘, * M V°« ‘he below background before now, 

-ffttlcn. , Klel , ot .in^IZnCkine” 1 dOW ” ““ i ’' and 3 

' <“< M.J Oh. Aveiu*. BdUnwre MaryUl|d) _ 

v%nilr« |>v Mu V 1 

**• 199* in (hr Um,u ,4 ! cbrumry ,9 3«. and on January 

‘*“ n *‘* by (hr Uttw. r '* *° ^ >c ** Mira !• Shlnedling, The bracketed 
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Simon Schuchat was born in Kovna [Kovno], Lithuania, about 
18-8, and came to Baltimore with his parents and four sisters and 
brothers in 1884. Two more children were bom in Baltimore. He 
owned a cigar factory in Baltimore until after we were married, on 
February 28, 1915, at Baltimore. In 1916 we moved to Marlinton, at 
which time Simon Schuchat bought Klein’s Department Store in 
Marlinton from my uncle, Louis Klein. We moved back to Baltimore, 
f ro m Marlinton, in 1930. On his side of the family, only my husband, 
and his brother Louis Schuchat, had any connection with West 
Virginia. [Louis Schuchat, later of Lewisburg, W. Va., is the father- 
in-law of Rabbi Ely E. Pilchik, of Newark, N. J., Rabbi Pilchik having 
married Louis Schuchat’s daughter Ruth.] Louis Schuchat married 
Mary Aaron, of Bluefield [Mary Aaron would be an aunt of Mrs. 
Sarah Aaron Schlossberg (Mrs. Abraham N. Schlossbcrg), of Blue- 
field], and Mrs. [Louis] Schuchat should be able to supply you with a 
wealth of information about Lewisburg and Bluefield. Their address 
is just Lewisburg, W. Va., but they spend the winter at Coral Gables, 
Florida. 

I was born Sara Schwartz, one of seven children, in Boydton, 
Virginia. Although my parents, Jacob Schwartz and Minna Klein 
Schwartz, came to Baltimore and returned there before we children 
were all grown, they lived in the interval in several towns on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, also in Boydton, Va., where my sister 
Bessie and I were both born, and also briefly in North Carolina. They 
owned stores in these places. My parents spent their later years in 
Baltimore, and died there. For a short period of time, Jacob and Minna 
Klein Schwartz lived also in Grafton, W. Va. We lived in Grafton, 
[West Virginia,] for a time when I was very young. 


W e moved to Baltimore, where I started school. My brother Aaron 
[Schwartz] attended D & E [Davis and Elkins College, in Elkins, 
W- ^a]» and played football there (against Navy!). At the time he 
lived with my Uncle Abe Klein (my mother’s brother), who had a 
' tore in Elkins. Uncle Abe Klein, a brother of Louis Klein, had moved 
to Elkins from Grafton, West Virginia. Ephraim Klein, my mother’s 
oM' .t brother, was in Grafton, West Virginia, for sixty years or more, 
-Hi'! had a department store. He married and died there. His daughter, 
I'-ty Klnn, is a resident buyer in New York City; his daughter, Flora 
Kirm I rcedman, lives in Youngstown, Ohio; and his son, Harry 
Klein, is in Minneapolis. 

My 1 1 in |r Ikk (E Charles Klein) lived for a long time in Weston, 
” ^ . where he had a department store. His son died quite young. 

I '■ iei «,| tu a daughters livr in New York and one in Princeton, New 

Jewry. jflj 


My mother, 
1 tUtt (Kuuuj, 


Minna Klein, was born in Travich [Tavrick], near 
about the yrar 18^6 or 1837, and my father, Jacob 
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*r RT " r ™ -ct" Kovmo 

Gub^a.’They came to the United States in ,888 [,878?], after their 
marriage in Neistadt. At the time of them arrtval they were on them 
honeymoon, and when they came to Baltimore on them honeymoon 
they were about twenty-two years old. My Aunt Celia Klein married 
Alex [Alexander] Lazarus of Belington, W. Va., and they had two 
girls and five boys: Louis, Morris, Isaac, Jack, Ephraim, Goldie, and 
Lena Lazarus. Louis Lazarus lives in Wheeling, Morris Lazarus 
lived there until his death a few years ago [at Wheeling]. Jack Lazarus 
is a dentist in Baltimore, and Ephraim Lazarus, who taught high 
school in Belington for many years, now lives in Baltimore, as do the 
two girls, the former Goldie and Lena Lazarus, all of them now 
married. Ephraim Lazarus, after leaving Belington, became an office 
manager in Baltimore; he is still working in that position in Baltimore. 

Louis Klein (to get back to my mother’s brothers) lived in Weston 
and then came, to Marlinton, and bought A. [Abraham] Harrison’s 
store, which became Klein’s Department Store. I lived with his family 
from the time I was sixteen until I was twenty. They were there 
[Louis Klein and his wife] eight years in all before my husband bought 
the store, at which time they moved to Washington. My Uncle Abe 
Klein was at first a salesman for the United Rubber Company before 
he settled in Elkins, W. Va. He went to Elkins when he was quite 
young, opened a store there and married and had three children, 
ter he was m the department store business in Clarksburg, W Va 

Abr h Klri N ’ US t b K aUm ?uT Pany * HiS l3St St ° re was in ^irmont, W. Va! 
Anita V, S hree C . hl ! d . ren were Amta > Dorothy, and Millard Klein 

« are mXJTkT m , B , altim ° re > Dorothy Klein is in Washington 

** are Millard Klein and his w fe and two children Thn v i • 
you can see, were eariy settlers in West vTrginia mS ’ " 

change’ na^wTen' uT & Sim °" Schuchat, 

(clothing] for the whole family °rf " <h * St0re ^ sold ready-to-wear 

fifty mUrs'around Malmn^T* 0 "^ 3 from th ' 

"** are now, and a whole LnUv T, , r ° ads Wcre not as S** 1 as 

to Marlinton for a davof\| y ’ o rm "’ or far mers, would 
in,I dling « monthly magarine •inH ,> "i*’i " C did a ' Q1 of advertising, 
«^'*M the WC wcre «■ Marlinton we 

ora “ We llved m »» 'tght-room apartment 


Afirr World War I Mr t«: » - . 

r * b for the Jr*, j n Europe' 1 Ih?!„m 1 * 1 ,cha ? Cont Hbuted and raised 



f .. — m i.tiroitr thrn.s»i .. »*nnca and raised 

IWr., Vi^u,,.,. A1 ^' ... the whole of Pocahontas 

• e < -only (. 1Ml J „ ' l,nr "rre only live Jewish families 

•“ *'«v ^ •***"*■ •>«*»» 

“ddiatsost, .,«) o, k " y ' h ‘ nK “ ke ''tat (of Jud aism and 

* "° wn “ » J«w. «nd of contributing 
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money for Jewish causes], we raised a great deal of money (it\ a ii • 
the book This Thing Called Giving , I believe the name is), because w° 
had all of our Christian friends contributing and raising money V\T 
had a real fund drive, with meetings at our house. Mr. Schuchat w a C 
one of the Directors of The Bank of Marlinton. When we came there 3 
the town had electricity only at night, and Mr. Schuchat was instm- 
mental in floating a bond [issue] to buy a second dynamo for daylight 
current. He was very active in the Kiwanis Club. And he was a very 
active Democrat — when there were very few Democrats of any kind 
in that area. His political interests did not affect his close friendship 
with such good Republicans as Judge Summer [Summers H.] Sharp 
or his brother George Sharp (mentioned below). F 

When the Presbyterian and Methodist Sunday schools studied the 
Old Testament, Mr. Schuchat was always asked to speak to the 
children. He also spoke at morning chapel at the high schools. He used 
to have long conversations in Hebrew [?] with the Reverend George 
J. Cleveland, then the minister of the Episcopal Church, later canon 
at the Washington [D. C.] Cathedral, and now in Richmond, Virginia. 
We always attended the Thanksgiving [Day] service at one of the 
churches [in Marlinton] and went to them on other occasions. 

I was one of the charter members of the Women’s Club of Marlinton, 
"hose membership was strictly limited to 24 and was by invitation 
only. (I was the only Jewish member — and usually the only Jewish 
delegate at State Women’s Clubs’ Conventions.) 

Before we moved to Marlinton, Mr. [Simon] Schuchat learned [in 
Baltimore] to be a shochet, so that we could have kosher fowl in West 
V irginia. We had a kosher home, and at Pesach ate only meat because 
we could not get pesachdich [fit for Passover use] dairy products. 
^\e always had seders, and the other Jewish families of Marlinton 
were invited. On the high holy days, even though there were not 
enough Jews for a Minyan, we held services at our home. 

[I would have imagined, or surmised, on the basis of etymology and 
logic,” that the implication is rather clear that the family name of 
b'-r husband, Simon Schuchat , is derived from the Hebrew word shochet , 
'••bif h means a ritual slaughterer of poultry and animals, and that the 
spelling Schuchat represents a variant of that name or title. It is very 
bk'ly that, just as Simon Schuchat learned, in Baltimore, to be a 
bb'K het, some one of his ancestors, or several of them, possibly his 
father and his grandfather in the “Old Country,” had learned to be, 

" had brrri, Shochrtim in Lithuania, many years before Simon 
^ bti< hat’s and his parents’ emigration to the United States, and that 
" from this occupation that the family name of Schuchat, "it 1 a 
d‘idit dialer tic al acc rnt, and with a slight variant spelling of the name, 
Wili adopted, perhaps as far back as two or three generations, even 
•'H'ur Simon Schuchat's grandfather's time. 
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[However, my surmise, or conjecture, as to the “origin” of the name 
Schuchat was incorrect, according to the following statement in this 
respect made by Mrs. Sara S. Schuchat, in reply to my query, in her 
second long and detailed letter, that of January 22, 1959:] 

As far as I know, the Schuchat family in Lithuania consisted of five 
cantors (brothers). [These five brothers were the grandfather and the 
four granduncles of Simon Schuchat.] We have heard that one of 
these cantors went to Italy, where some of his descendants live in 
Rome. My husband’s father [David Schuchat] (the son of one of the 
five brothers), who made his living here [in the United States] as a 
cabinetmaker, came to Baltimore. My husband learned to be a Shochet 
only so that we might have [kosher] meat in Marlinton. He studied 
[Shcchitah] (if this is the term) briefly in Baltimore after our marriage 
(1915-1916), but before we went to West Virginia (in 1916), and 
only enough so that he could perform ritual slaughtering for his own 
family. He did, however, kill chickens for the other [Jewish] families 
[in Marlinton] for holydays. 


My husband, Simon Schuchat, went to Cheder [the five-day-a-week 
Hebrew day school] in Baltimore. His parents were observant Jews, 
and the combination gave him his religious background. His father, 
David Schuchat, was a founder of Beth Tefilah Congregation [in 
altimore]. As far as I know, the name has always been spelled 
Schuchat in English, with the two c’s. As 1 wrote above, the name far 
[long] preceded my husband’s becoming a Shochet 

Our daughter Betsy [Schuchat] was born on June 3, ,9,8, and our 

bnrnTn n p I |', 1EODOR on J une ' 5 . 1923 - Both of them were 

long time ’ ^ Theodor was thc first male Schuchat in a long, 


• ( w Ur , SOnl M,chael [Schuchat] was born on December k ,0,, 

<^mH[e]TweTl h as I Ie 0h ' 1 hT S b H° Ugh ‘ ^ Bal,imore ’ a "d a »of our 

the first Brith (r J sh fnends were invited t0 what 1 believe was 
[Our' ce .; emon y] ever held in Marlinton. 

June tfi, , 1 0 and the m if [Schuchat] was born at Marlinton on 

-ary of State ’[„f Wes, vL fni^^T® w T Charleston by Secre- 

Wl, h him and insisted that David , 1 W ' Shar P’ wll ° came down 
had brought the Mohcl! so ic named George because he 

•old the store anrlwume^t^Bim" ycar5 J until ’ 93 °), and then we 
J* back (t„ Baltimore] when the I rC ' Wc had alwa ys planned to 

[«'«h] Publidd:g n S , m :: n 7 r U o d J-y Hebrew book. fron.The 
buying i r i,„ Nrw Y >at >V [of New York when we went on 

ao'er rr, " rnni 10 

" , W "-b [Telilah] Hebrew SchMUn r Bah'T ,lde ' U>yS " 

001 ,n “Wlimore, and wc joined 
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that congregation. Mr. Schu^hat’s father [David Schuchat] had been 
one of the early members, and Mr. [Simon] Schuchat was active as a 
member of the Board of Beth Tcfiloh Congregation until his death at 
Baltimore in October, 1945. As long as our children attended Hebrew 
School, I was an active member of the Board of it. 

Betsy [Schuchat] went to West Virginia University and graduated 
in 1939. While there she was president of the Sigma Delta Tau sorority 
She received a master’s degree in social work at Tulane University 
in New Orleans, and in 1946 she married Jerry Schoenholtz, a business 
agent for the ILGWU [International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 

Union]. They live in New York, and she is currently Directress of 
Social Sendees of the French Hospital. 

[Theodor] Schuchat, the eldest son of Simon and Sara S. Schuchat 

attended West Virginia University until he went into the Army 

Signal Corps in 1942. He graduated from the New School for Social 

Research in New York after the [Second World] War, and was an 

information specialist with the Department of Health, Education and 

W cl fare until he became the executive director of the Social Legislation 

Information Service, in Washington, D. C. On December 27, 1958, 

1 hcodor Schuchat was married to Bertha Moscov, of Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 8 


Michael [Schuchat] began college at Carnegie Tech [the Carnegie 
Institute of Technology], in Pittsburgh, and then joined the Naval 
ROTC. He graduated from Yale University in the class of [i9]45W, 
and then served as an ensign on a destroyer in the Pacific. After 
graduating from Georgetown Law School, he clerked for Judge 
Charles Fahey, of the United States Court of Appeals in Washington. 

was recalled during the Korean War and served in the Caribbean 
and m North Africa. He is a member of the law firm of Geiger, Harmel 
an Schuchat. He married Mollie Geiger, of the District of Columbia, 
!” | 953 » an ^ has three children, Simon, Frank, and Betty Schuchat. 
I* ,r ,ac ^ Schuchat’s older son, Simon Schuchat, would thus appear 
to ha'.<- be*-n named after his grandfather, the original Simon Schuchat 
* vi *a% the husband of Mrs. Sara Schwartz Schuchat.] 

,AV,rj [David Georoe Schuchat] attended West Virginia Univer¬ 
sity, George Washington University, and Johns Hopkins University. 

vrved in ihe Quartermaster Corps of the Army in Munich. He 
r - a ,r '' company in Baltimore, and is engaged in real estate in 
*». ,,M tdon and Baltimore. He lives with me at 3413 Glen Avenue 

W* 1°°** new addre>> )» Baltimore 15, Md. 

1 -all have clo-.r ties to Marlinton. We go back as often as we can. 

Mill »olrMril>r to the /‘ocohontas Twits (a weekly), founded by the 
“* r arnily. Hie newip<s|>er still publishes news of marriages and 
ui my 1.unity. M.ulintott was a very liberal place to live for a 
rW| 4I "* l**>pie were accepted for whnt they were, 


>• t • • 



1024 


WEST VIRGINIA JEWRY, 


P.S. I have a poem composed on October 20, 1930, by the late Dr. 
James Madison Price to us, on our leaving Marhnton. I shall send 

you a copy. I think it is very good. . . . 

“Mrs. Sara [Schwartz] Schuchat (Mrs. Simon Schuchat), 

“3413 Glen Avenue, 

Baltimore 15, Md.” 


“FRIENDS AND FLOWERS” 

In Wyllie Manor’s merry mansion halls, 

Glad meetings (with the partings of regret), 

Soft music, and softer footstep falls 
In measures of grand, stately minuet. 

Friends losing the old days and ways, 

We can not know or show a reason why, 

Hoping for them to stay with us always, 

And never, the forever, last good bye. 

The year our flowers lost the summer showers, 

We could not keep them so they would not fade, 

Too soon the roses were a sombre shade 
Yet memories of their fragrance still are ours. 

Some flowers’ leaves are of the evergreen, 

1 he leaf that keeps the verdure ever new 
In summer, and our autumn hours, too, 

As waving over water ways they lean. 

October 20, iqqo t r 

J.[ames] M.[adison] Price 

Banquet of farewell in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Simon Schuchat. 


WAKMET 

Virginia, tocatedTn "^ 3 ^^ i°°T y ’ West ccntral Wes 

southeast of Charleston |t was R,Wr - mil « 

had a genera! population of 'f • ln '95° i' 

No Jew, were livi„ K in Mar.neth, . o U " ,,cd States Census) 

wi •, rW '" h hnnHie, „ r ,,er«„„ ever reside | • 9r> ?' a " d ’ a PP* ren ‘ly, 
•'ho... doubt, because of i„ d ,hc This was, 

J '‘h P^-ed Whw 
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* Martinsburo 

GENERAL 

Martinsburg is an industrial city in the Eastern Panhandle 
of West Virginia, in the northeastern part of the state. It is 
situated at an altitude of 435 feet above sea level, 17 miles south 
southwest of Hagerstown, Md., and 70 miles northwest of 
Washington, D. C. Martinsburg is the county seat of Berkeley 
County. 

Martinsburg was first settled in 1774 to 1776, and was char¬ 
tered as a village [or as a town, as some historians believe] in 
1778, then later as a town, and still later, in 1859, as a city. In 
1940, it was reported (United States Census) to have a popula¬ 
tion of 15,063. In 1955, its population was given as 15,600. The 
United States Census of 1950 gave Martinsburg a general 
population of 15,621. 

Martinsburg is noted for its manufacture of textiles (especially 

woollens), hosiery, furniture, cement, wood products, and bricks. 

Large deposits of shale, limestone, and clay are to be found in its 

immediate vicinity, and are utilized. It is, in addition to being 

an industrial city, also a commercial and livestock center, and 

also a center for agriculture. It is located in an apple- and peach- 

growing center, and it produces and ships these fruits and also 

byproducts of the livestock industry. Martinsburg’s location is 

a? the entrance to the Shenandoah Valley. The city is served by 

l*oth the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Baltimore & Ohio 

Railroad; the latter maintains a large repair shop in 
Martinsburg. 

Luring ihc Civil War, Martinsburg was occupied, successively, 
1 /y Federal and Confederate armies. It derives its name from 
y, l ,/r,r ! Bryan Martin, and was laid out, originally, 

*• v, !l*gr, t*y General Adam Stephen. 

L;f». > 1 11 til \ illage, ten miles to the southwest of Martinsburg, 

I r ' l,r die oldest recorded settlement in all West Virginia. 

' kn Hill \ illagr wag M >n| r( | idxnit the year 1729. 



